Brave Boy 


This is an old true story of Holland. Due to floods, a 
railway bridge, over a river was damaged. Train was about to 
come. As information about the broken railway bridge was 
not available, there was every possibility of a serious accident. 

A small boy saw the broken bridge and planned to stop the 
train somehow. He tore his shirt to make a flag. He also made 
a cut on his arm and soaked the shirt in blood, to make a red 
flag. He stood on the track waving his red flag. Train was 
coming but he risked his life and did not leave the track. 

Driver saw the boy and stopped the 
train. Accident was averted and train hg J 
was taken back. That small boy 
was George Stenlay. Everybody 
praised his wisdom and bravery. 
He saved hundreds of lives. 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 


www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


14 2 


Cunningness Failed 


A goat possessed a field and a jackal had a pond. Cunning 
jackal sold his pond to goat and purchased her field. 

Next day, jackal said—“O goat ! I have sold only the pond 
and not water. As such, I will not allow you to take water from 
it.” Both went to king lion for getting the issue decided. 
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Lion said—“Pond belongs to goat and water to jackal. Now 
you jackal ! At once take out all the water and make the pond 
empty and dry.” Jackal was now perplexed. It was not possible 
to take out the water from the pond. Jackal’s cunningness 
boomeranged on him. He surrendered. 

a a Goat got justice and was pleased. 
™ Jackal’s cunningness failed. 
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Service is Greater than Intellect 


One day, a very learned person came to meet Bapu in Sevagram 
Ashram. He told Gandhiji about his intellectual achievements. 
Later, he asked Bapu—“I want to do some service. Please tell me 
something which I may do.” 

Bapu said—“If you really want to serve and have time for it, 
please take this broom and sweep the courtyard or grind the wheat.” 

That person considered him to be a great intellectual. His ego 
was hurt but Bapu changed his thinking. He realized that for 
service, submission is necessary 
and not intellect. 
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Excuse the Ignorant 


City Incharge reached the house of Jesus Christ to arrest 
him. A large public was with him. Seeing this, one of his 
disciple was enraged. He took out his sword and wanted to 
attack them. 

Christ stopped him and said—“Son ! Keep the sword back 
in its sheath. Don’t be angry on them. They don’t know what 
they are doing. But you must know what you are doing and 
what you should do. If they had the knowledge about the 
consequences of their action, they would never have done 
this. Ignorant persons deserve pity and not anger. Maintain 
peace and let me face death gladly. Don’t mix foul smell of 


violence in my fragrant duty. Excuse them and also request _ 


—— 


Almighty to excuse them.” 
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True Friend 


A scorpion and a crab lived near a river. Gradually, they 
became friends and mostly talked with each other. One day, 
scorpion said—“Friend ! When I see you swimming, I feel 
pleasure as well as jealousy. Pleasure for seeing you 
swimming happily and jealousy due to the fact that I am 
unable to get the pleasure.” 

Crab said—“Dear friend ! My pleasure lies in your 
pleasure. I can take you on a joy ride on my back while 
swimming but you have a bad habit of stinging. Even if you 
casually sting, I will die.” Scorpion said—“I am not such a fool. 
If I sting you, I will be drowned with you. Actually I will be 

is highly obliged to you.” 

Haag: Crab believed scorpion. He 

took him on his back and 
started swimming. 
ey Enjoying the ride, 
scorpion became almost 
mad with pleasure and 
forgot his promise. As 
per his habit he stung on 
the back of crab. Crab 
became restless in agony 
and was drowned along 
with scorpion. 

While making good 
friends, depend on 
prudent and intelligent 
decision. 
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Arrogant Pigeon 


Every bird makes a strong and comfortable nest for its eggs. 
But, foolish pigeon used to just keep a few straws carelessly. 
Strong wind usually damaged the nest. Once, he asked other 
birds—“Please train me the method of making a nest.” 

Other birds did it and also properly explained to him. 
Instead of feeling obliged, pigeon rebuked them—“What new 
you have told ? I know this method and can do myself.” Seeing 
the unobliging and arrogant behaviour of pigeon, all birds felt 
dejected and went back. Later, they never came to him, even on 
his request. Pigeon is still making his nest carelessly and 
always suffers when it is damaged. 

Arrogant and unobliging persons always face difficulties. 
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Honesty Pays 


A boy lived in a village. Financial position of his family 
was not good and so he decided to go to some big city to earn 
money. He went to Calcutta (now Kolkata). After a long 
search, one Seth employed him on six Annas per day. His job 
was to read aloud newspapers and books to Seth, for four 
hours daily. Boy took up the job. 

One day, he saw eight hundred rupee notes lying in a 
corner of the shop. He quietly placed some bool and { 
newspapers over them. | 
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Next day, there was a search for the missing notes. When 
the boy reached the shop, he was also asked. At once, he gladly 
took out the notes and gave to the customer. He was extremely 
happy. Everyone praised this small boy, for his honesty. 

Sethji wanted to give some reward to him, but he refused 
and said—“Sethji ! I want to study more, but have no money 
for that. You kindly help me.” 

Seth arranged for his further studies. He worked very 
hard and later became a great literary person. His name was 
Ram Naresh Tripathi. His contribution to Hindi literature is 
immense and valuable. 
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Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
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Learn throughout Life 


Great philosopher, Plato lived in Greece. Many people 
used to come for learning something from him. He satisfied 
their queries and also asked from them, what they knew. 

People said—“You also try to learn from those persons, 
who come to learn from you. This is not good and effects your 
reputation.” 

Plato said—“I want to remain a student throughout my 
life. I like this honour very much.” 

One has to try hard for good Sanskars. 
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Greed resulted in Death 


One young and one old fox reached a poultry farm. Owner was 
not there. They thought—“How to manage and eat the hens?” 

Both decided differently. Young one wanted to eat seven hens 
and then to sleep in her den for seven weeks comfortably. Old one 
wanted to eat only one hen per day. Both discussed but did not 
change their decision and did as they wanted. 

Young fox consumed seven hens and by the time she reached 
her den, she had severe stomach pain and shortly died. Old fox 
took only one hen and went back.The owner knew about the theft 
of hens and he decided to kill the thief. Next day, when old fox 
entered the farm, owner was waiting. He attacked with an ax and 
killed the fox. 

One fox saw danger in coming again while other wanted to eat 
patiently. That was good but they were both greedy. Greed 
resulted in their death. 
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Ideal Chanakya 


Great scholar Chanakya was Prime Minister of the state. 
He remained busy in official work throughout the day. In the 
night, he attended to office files and also worshipped. 

He had two lamps. When he did office work, he lit one 
lamp, which had oil of state. When he worshipped, he 
extinguished that lamp and lit other one, which contained oil 
purchased by him. Chanakya said—“Worshipping is for my 
personal gain. For this, why shall I take help of others ?” 

As long as people had such high ideals, the honour of the 
country was at the highest level. This is a unique example of 
this fact. 
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Search for Gentle Person 


King was in search of a good servant. He asked his 
minister—“Call such persons, who want to work.” Three 
candidates were produced. King asked—“If my beard and 
yours both catch fire at a time, then whose fire you will 
extinguish first ?” 

One said—“First, I will extinguish yours.” Second one 
said—‘“First my own.” Third one said—“With one hand I will 
extinguish my fire and with the other, yours.” 

King selected the third one and told his courtiers—“One, 
who does not care for himself and helps others is not practical. 
He, who cares for himself only is mean. He who cares for self 
and others equally, is a gentleman. I need such a gentleman 
and sol appoint him.” 
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Loose Your Fear 


A bird and her infant lived in a nest. Infant could not 
gather courage to come out of nest. One day, he fluttered his 
wings but due to fear, remained inside. Mother bird noticed it 
and said—“Unless you loose your fear, how will you learn 
flying?” She pushed him out of the nest. 

Next moment, young bird was flying in air. 

Mother knows what is good for a child. In his interest, she 


“Ss takes hard decisions. Whatever she does, is for the 
pe benefit of the child. 
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Good Conduct 


Gopal Krishna Gokhley answered all questions correctly and 
got first prize. Teacher praised him for his intelligence and hard 
work. 

He kept the reward at that time but remained disturbed that 
night. Next day in early morning, he reached his teacher’s house 
and returned the reward. He said—“I had written the answers 
after asking from another student and as such, he deserves the 
reward.” 

Teacher kept quiet on his honesty and courage. He took the 
reward and gave it back to Gokhley saying—“Now this is for your 
honesty and courage to accept the truth.” = 
Good conduct makes a person great. 
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Live with Discipline 


Community of frogs was highly indisciplined. They regretted 
and requested Bhagwan Shiv to send a ruler. Request was 
accepted and after sometime, Shiv sent his ox (Nandi) to the land 
of frogs. As forgs used to roam and jump here and there 
carelessly, many got crushed under the feet of ox. 

They did not like such ruler and again requested Bhagwan to 
replace the ox with a new ruler. Request was again accepted and 
the ox was called back. After few days, a stone slab came down 
from heaven and a large number of frogs were crushed under it. 

This calamity was even greater and more distressing. They 
complained to Bhagwan Shiv. 

Bhagwan became serious and said—“Children ! First, I sent 
my own conveyance ox and next the stone slab on which I sit. But 
where is the fault of a ruler? Unless you will learn to live with 
discipline and make your arrangements with cooperation no 

ru er sould be able to do good to you.” 
'rogs rea lined their folly and made their own arrangement. 


ren 
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Senseless Panic 

A rabbit was sleeping under a coconut tree. One fruit fell 
from the tree on the head of rabbit. He was half asleep and 
thought that earth had cracked and sky had fallen. Crying all 
this, he ran from that place. Hearing him, other animals also 
ran shouting the same words. All animals were running 
helter-skelter saying—“Sky has fallen, sky has fallen.” 

A lion was coming there. Knowing the cause of this 
stampede, he laughed and detained them saying—“Let us 
find, the truth.” Tracing the source, they all reached the place, 
where coconut had fallen, on the head of the rabbit. It was alla 
senseless panic. 

Truely, one shall look at everything from a correct angle. 
Otherwise, confusion and misunderstandings increase. He is 
himself harassed and others are also troubled. 
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Greedy Lost his Life 


During storm, a large tree fell on ground crushing under 
it a camel. Several birds were also killed and eggs damaged. 
There was flesh all-around. 

A hungry jackal reached there. Getting so much food he 
was very glad and thought that it might suffice for months. 
Just then, he saw a big frog on river bank. Jackal thought to 
grab it first and pounced upon the frog, but it dived in the 
river. Soil was slippery and so the jackal also slipped in the 
river and was drowned. He lost his life due to greediness. | 

One must be satisfied in what he possesses. 
Those, who crave for more and more, may also 
loose their life. 
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Why Cuckoo is Loved? 


A sweet little girl saw a cuckoo and a crow. She noticed 
that both were black but cuckoo was loved by all, while crow 
was scared away. One day, she asked her father—“Cuckoo 
and crow are both black, but people hit the crow and love 
cuckoo. Why so?” 

Her father very lovingly replied—“Cuckoo has a 
melodious tone. Her sweet voice and loving feelings are liked 

by everybody. Crow is selfish and even 
-_____ snatches other’s food. His harsh tone 
; & A and cunning nature are also disliked.” 
One must use sweet words for all. 
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Two Cheats 


Two cheats lived apart and were unknown to each other. They 
proceeded on their mission to cheat someone. 

One cheat filled a pitcher with cow dung upto its neck. Rest, he 
filled with Ghee. It appeared that pitcher was totally filled with 
Ghee. Other one, took a fake sword, fitted with a new real handle 
and kept in a beautiful sheath. 

Both met in the way and somehow managed to sell their 
articles to each other. Both considered themselves victorious in 
this game of cheating. When they reached home, they learnt the 
truth. Both had been cheated. Each one was better than the other. 


20 


Prudent persons never cheat anybody nor let themselves be 


cheated. 
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Greatness of Khalifa 


Khalifa of Baghdad was getting rupees three per day as salary. 

Once there was some festival. His Begum (wife) said—“If you 
can’t raise your salary, please take a loan of ten rupees from 
treasury. We will gradually refund it.” 

Khalifa said—“Who knows when death may come? If it comes 
tomorrow, who will repay the loan ? We have already a great loan of 
society on our head. Let us first repay it, by serving the society.” 

When Khalifa totally refused to take loan, Begum saved some 
money daily to celebrate the festival. Public came to know all this 
and bowed before the greatness of their king. 
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Cunning Fox 


A crow got a bread from a feast and sat 
on the branch of a tree to eat it. A fox was 
sitting there and wanted to get the bread 
somehow. She started praising crow for his 
melodious songs and requested him to sing 
for him. 

Foolish crow became puffed up and 
opened his mouth to sing. Just then, bread 
fell down. Fox took it and went away. 

False praise mostly befools a person. 


\ | 
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Support Each Other 


Crow, tortoise, deer and rats lived in ajungle. Due to their mean 
thinking, they mostly quarrelled with each other. They were easily 
hunted and killed. 

Once a sant advised them to live with cooperation and to 
support each other. They agreed and lived as friends peacefully. 
One day, tortoise was caught in a net by a hunter. He lifted the 
tortoise with his net and moved on. 

Remaining three friends were helpless but they acted with 
intelligence and cooperation. Deer posed as an injured one and 
walked limping. Crow sat on his back. Hunter saw and thought 
that he could easily catch the deer. So, he placed his net on the 
ground and ran to catch the deer. 

Rat came out of the bush and cut hunter’s net to free tortoise. 
Soon he succeeded and tortoise escaped. Hunter pursued the deer 
for some distance, but could not catch him. He returned empty 
handed and was further shocked to see the tortoise missing and net 
damaged. 

Acting intelligently and supporting each other, 
enables a person to i 
overcome many 
problems. 
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Honest Working 


A twelve years old boy was playing with a ball. By chance, 
ball hit the window glass of a shop and broke it. Boy could 
have escaped but he did not run away. When asked, he 
admitted his mistake. To pay for the cost of broken glass, he 
agreed to work at the shop, for four days. 

Boy worked at the shop with honesty and total dedication. 
Shopkeeper was pleased and he employed this boy. He 
worked there and also continued his studies. His good 
qualities influenced the shopkeeper so much that he made 
him a partner in his business. In a short time, he became one 
of the richest person of the city. 

He always gave credit for his success to his mother, who 
had advised him—“Always work sincerely and honestly.” 
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Effect of Bad Company 


Father always checked his sons from playing with bad boys. 
Sons were not listening to his advice. He decided to teach them a 
lesson. 

One day, he brought tomatoes and kept them in a basket. All 
tomatoes were very good but one of them was rotten. He told his 
sons that these tomatoes will be used next day. 

When sons saw the basket of tomatoes next day, they found 
that all were rotten. 

Father now explained to his sons—“You have seen the effect of 
bad company. Just one day’s company of a 
rotten tomato has spoiled all of them. 
Similarly, company of bad boys will also 4@ 
spoil your character and also defame me. If “8 
you want to progress, always remain in the 
company of good and cultured persons.”. 
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Result of Hostility 


King of forest, lion was sitting near a river. He asked his 
ministers—“Where does water of this river flow from here?” They 
told—“It flows to the next forest, which is under your enemy.” 

Lion became furious. He ordered that water should not flow to 
his enemy’s forest. To check water, all animals were called to 
prepare a dam. By the time dam was ready, there was a flood and 
whole forest was filled with water. Lion and his family, were 
drowned in it. 

Minister got the dam dismantled and said—“Persons having 
hostile relations suffer like this”. 
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Ignored the Advice 


A foolish person used to keep wood over his Chulha, so 
that it may loose moisture. His neighbour advised him not to 
do so. He said—“Don’t do this. Some day wood may catch fire 
and burn the house.” Fool ignored his advice by saying that he 
was talking inauspicious. 

After few days, it happened like that. Wood caught fire 
and also his house. Several persons collected and somehow 
managed to control the fire. Anumber of articles were burned, 
but his neighbours saved most of them. 

One must listen to good advice and follow. 
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Universal Leader Gandhiji 


During Swarajya movement, a function of Praja Parishad was being 
held at Rajkot in Kathiyawad state. Bapu was sitting on dais with other 
leaders. 

He saw an old man in the audience, who appeared known to him. By 
scratching his memory, he recollected that he was his childhood teacher. 
He at once came down from dais, touched his feet and sat near him. He 
talked about the welfare of his family and other old things of that time. 

Later Guruji said—“Now please go to dais. Other leaders are 
waiting for you.” Bapu replied—“No, no, I am fine here. Now I don’t want 
to go on dais and will work from here. I don’t want to miss your 
company.” 

Guruji became very emotional and when the function was over, he 
said—“Only a person like you, who has no ego, deserves to be great.” 

It was for such qualities that Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi is 
called Bapu, Mahatma and universal Leader. 
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Great Donor Karna 


Raja Karna (of Mahabharat fame) was a great donor. He 
never disappointed any person. One day, Jndra disguised as 
Brahman approached him and asked for his Kawach and 
Kundal. As long as he possessed these two, he could not be 
killed. In spite of this, he gave them to Brahmin. 

Indra said—“Do you realize that in the absence of these 
two ornaments you may even be killed ?” 

Karna said—“Brahman Devta ! You don’t worry. I am 
knowingly donating. I know the value of donation and 
benevolence. As such, I do not worry for my life.” 

Karnais rightly called the greatest donor on earth. 
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Desires may be Fulfilled 


There were two devotees of Hanumanji. They were jealous 
of each other and always wished bad for the other. One day, 
both went to Hanuman mandir and offered sweets before him. 
Both asked Hanumanji that something bad may happen to 
other one. 

Hanumanji scolded them—“Always work on behalf of God 
for the welfare of society as I do, then only your desires may be 
fulfilled. Moreover, instead of thinking bad for others, you 
should think and work for their betterment. I fulfil desires of 
only such persons.” 

We must always work for the betterment of all as Hanuman 
is doing on behalf of his master Ram untiringly (Ram kqaj 
keenhey bina mohi kahan visram). 

God never listens prayer for wrong things. 
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Compassionate Agastya 


Agastya Muni was very 
compassionate and loved all. 
Once he saw a pewit (Titahri) 
bringing sand in her beak and 
dropping in ocean. Seeing her 
constant endeavour Agastya 
was surprised. 

When asked, the little bird 
said—“My eggs have been 
washed away by this cruel 
ocean. I will fill it with sand to 
get back my eggs.” 


Maharshi Agastya 
was moved by the 
courage of a small bird 
and out of compassion 
he drank all the water 
of ocean. Titahri got 
back her eggs. 

Those, who are 
courageous, get divine 
help. 
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Blessing or Curse 


Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar lived and studied in poverty and got 
a good job with a salary of fifty rupees per month. His several 
relations came to congratulate him and said—“God has very kindly 
solved all your problems. Now you relax and enjoy the life.” 

With tears in his eyes he said—“You have blessed or cursed me? I 
have worked hard to overcome all those difficulties and now you want 
me to relax and become lethargic ? Actually, you should have asked 
me not to forget those hard times which I have personally faced. I 
must not ignore that experience under the changed circumstances. I 
should use all my powers and resources to remove the miseries of 
helpless and poor persons.” 

After a little pause, he further said—“If you had blessed me like 
this I would have been highly grateful. Ignorant persons, who don’t 
know the value of human life, may relax in prosperity, but how can I 
commit such a crime?” 

We all know that Jshwar Chandra followed these eecpics 
throughout his life. _— 
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